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BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION: LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 

 

Excellency, 

 

I have the honour to convey the attached letter from the Chairman of the 2018 Meeting of 

States Parties to the Biological Weapons Convention, Mr. Ljupčo Jivan Gjorgjinski, of the 

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 

 

 
 

Daniel Feakes 

Chief, BWC Implementation Support Unit 



PERMANENT  MISSION  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  MACEDONIA
TO  THE  UN,  WTO  AND  OTHER  INTERNATIONAL  ORGANISATIONS  IN  GENEV  A

No i6  - oi  -

Geneva,  26 September  2018

Excellency,

I write  to you  as Chair  of the 2018 Meeting  of States  Parties  to the Biological  Weapons

Convention, which is scheduled to take place t,-7  December 2018.

This  should  be the  point  in time  that  I send  a letter  with  a provisional  agenda  for  this  year's

Meeting  of  States  Parties.  Unfortunately,  such is not  the  purpose  of  this  letter.  I have been

informed  by the  Geneva  branch  of  the  Office  for  Disarmament  Affairs  "that  there  are currently

not  sufficient  funds  forthe  Meeting  of  States  Parties  to  go ahead  as planned  in December."

Thus,  at best,  a letter  with  a provisional  agenda  is postponed  slightly.  At  worst,  we  do not  have

a Meeting  of  States  Parties  this  year.

As you  are aware,  I am preparing  an Information  Paper  on Measures  to Address  Financial

Predictability  and Sustainability.  This  paper  may  help  us focus  on  mid-  and long-term

possibilities  and  provide  an analysis  forinformed  choices  by States  Parties.

Yet,  one  simple  fact  stands  out  early:  it is unsustainable  to persistently  have  non-payment  of

assessed  contributions  hovering  around  zo%.

We started  this  Intersessional  Programme  with  good  momentum.  We had productive  expert

discussions  during  all MXs  and  considered  various  ways  to  strengthen  the  Convention.  But,  we

cannot  think  of  strengthening  the  Convention  if we  do not  take  care  of  the  basics.  The  BWC  is

one  of  the  least  expensive  global  disarmament  instrument,  even  as it bans  a whole  category  of

weapons  that  are  universally  acknowledged  as abhorrent.

To: The Permanent  Representatives  of  the  States  Parties

and signatories  to the  Convention  on the  Prohibition

of  the  Development,  Production  and Stockpiling  of  Bacteriological

(Biological)  and Toxin  Weapons  and on their  Destruction
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Indifference  cannot  be an option  for  such an important  issue. We must  find  a permanent

solution  to  the  financial  challenges  facing  the  Convention  so that  things  are put  on sound  and

predictable  basis.  If we  are not  able  to  do  this,  then  we  put  at risk  the  Intersessional  Programme

and  the  ISU.

I attach here Annex II of the status of contributions of the BWC as it stood on 31 August 2018.

This  information  is also available  on the BWC website.  The table  shows  that  some  States

Parties  simply  pay later  in the  year  and  have  traditionally  done  so. But  others  are several  years

behind.  I encourage  States  Parties  that  have  not  paid  their  assessed  contributions  yet,  to  do  so

with  the  greatest  urgency.

There  are also  States  Parties  that  have  overpayments  from  previous  years.  Those  funds  sit

unused,  for  some  States  Parties  for  several  years.  The  UN considers  them  a liability,  since  they

are overpayments  from  previous  years  that  are usually  offset  against  future  contributions.

However,  if a State  Party  so wishes,  such  credits  could  be used  to  organise  this  year's  MSP.  Any

State  Party  may  simply  inform  UNODA  and  UNOG  with  a letter,  attaching  any  reservations  it

may  have.  I do understand  the moral  hazard  dilemma  such an approach  may  pose  from  a

national  point  of  view.  But,  I encourage  all States  Parties  -  irrelevant  of  payment  status  -  to

consider  the  broader,  global  framework  at  this  moment.

I have  also  asked  the  ISU/UNODA/UNOG  to  inform  me  whether  there  are any  savings  from  the

assessed  costs  and the  actual  costs  for  the  contractual  services  and meetings  this  year  and

hope  to  have  that  information  shortly.  This  will  give  us a better  view  of  available  funds  for  the

year.

Last, let me take this opportunity  to quickly draw your attention to 2019.  The ISU has already
sent  the  invoices  for  next  year.  As an exceptional  measure,  UNODA  Geneva  decided  to close

the  BWC  accounts  last  month.  These  invoices  have  been  issued  earlier  than  in previous  years  in

an effort  to increased  the  rate  of  collection  of  the  contributions,  to adhere  to  the  Financial

Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Organisation  and  particularly  to  ensure  the  operational  continuity

of  the  ISU. The  purpose  is to ensure  that  sufficient  funding  is available  at the  beginning  of  the

year to enable UNODA to enter into financial commitments  (staff and meeting costs) for 2019.

As already  explained,  the  UN is not  in a position  to  enter  into  financial  commitments  without

sufficient  funding  available  ahead  of  time.  I would  therefore  strongly  encourage  those  States

Parties able to do so to also pay their 2019  assessed contributions as soon as possible.

These  are all short-term  measures,  a bridge  to mid-  and long-term  options,  which  will be

outlined  in the  coming  Information  Paper  that  I will  soon  offer  for  your  consideration.
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I will  work  with  all stakeholders  willing  to  help  to  make  sure  that  we have  an MSP,  to  make  sure

we keep  the  valuable  services  of  the  ISU and  to  continue  with  the  excellent  start  of  the  ISP. The

alternative  is unravelling  of  this  important  regime.  Surely,  no peace-loving  State  Party  to  the

BWC  wants  that.

Please  accept,  Excellency,  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration.

=2,"" it'/t-i4<1-)'

Ljupco  Jivan  Gjorgjinski

Minister  Counselor  and  Charge d'Affaires

Permanent  Mission  ofthe  Republic  of  Macedonia  in Geneva

Chair  ofthe  2018  Meeting  of  States  Parties

to  the  Biological  and  Toxin  Weapons  Convention
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Outstanding contributions BWC as at 31 August 2018 
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State� 2013�and�before� 2014� 2015� 2016� 2017� 2018� Overpayment� Total�

Afghanistan� -� -� -� -� -$8.47� -$91.00� -� -$99.47�

Albania� -� -� -� -� -� -� $13.36� $13.36�

Algeria� -� -� -� -� -� -$18.00� $255.75� $237.75�

Andorra� -� -� -� -� -� -� $9.53� $9.53�

Angola� -� -� -� -� -� -$153.00� $16.20� -$136.80�

Antigua�and�Barbuda� -� -� -� -$33.60� -$19.16� -$31.00� -� -$83.76�

Argentina� -� -� -� -� -� -$13,644.86� $1,416.37� -$12,228.49�

Armenia� -� -� -� -� -� -$77.71� $9.53� -$68.18�

Australia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $3,710.43� $3,710.43�

Austria� -� -� -� -� -� -$25.00� $1,142.98� $1,117.98�

Azerbaijan� -� -� -� -� -� -$918.00� $95.25� -$822.75�

Bahamas� -� -� -� -� -$92.27� -$214.00� -� -$306.27�

Bahrain� -� -� -� -� -� -$443.56� $69.52� -$374.04�

Bangladesh� -� -� -� -� -$75.41� -$153.00� -� -$228.41�

Barbados� -� -� -� -$117.57� -$67.05� -$107.00� -� -$291.62�

Belarus� -� -� -� -� -� -� $88.56� $88.56�

Belgium� -� -� -� -� -� -� $1,405.42� $1,405.42�

Belize� -� -� -� -� -� -� $41.17� $41.17�

Benin� -� -� -� -$50.39� -$28.74� -$46.00� -� -$125.13�

Bhutan� -� -� -� -� -� -� $6.99� $6.99�

Bolivia�(Plurinational�State�of)� -� -� -� -$201.56� -$114.95� -$184.00� -� -$500.51�

Bosnia�and�Herzegovina� -� -� -� -� -� -$184.79� $20.47� -$164.32�
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State� 2013�and�before� 2014� 2015� 2016� 2017� 2018� Overpayment� Total�

Botswana� -� -� -� -� -� -$37.96� $21.89� -$16.07�

Brazil� -� -� -� -$23,200.51� -$36,621.23� -$58,479.00� -� -$118,300.74�

Brunei�Darussalam� -� -� -� -� -� -� $46.20� $46.20�

Bulgaria� -� -� -� -� -� -� $70.94� $70.94�

Burkina�Faso� -� -� -� -$67.19� -$38.31� -$61.00� -� -$166.50�

Burundi� -� -� -� -� -$2.38� -$15.00� -� -$17.38�

Cabo�Verde� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

Cambodia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $1,611.24� $1,611.24�

Cameroon� -� -� -� -� -� -� $16.20� $16.20�

Canada� -� -� -� -� -� -� $4,638.20� $4,638.20�

Central�African�Republic� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Chad� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Chile� -� -� -� -� -� -$2,894.28� $633.90� -$2,260.38�

China� -� -� -� -� -� -� $12,581.26� $12,581.26�

Colombia� -� -� -� -� -� -$4,925.00� $510.51� -$4,414.49�

Comoros� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Congo� -� -� -� -$100.79� -$57.47� -$91.00� -� -$249.26�

Cook�Islands� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

Costa�Rica� -� -� -� -� -� -� $134.61� $134.61�

Côte�d�Ivoire� -� -� -� -� -� -$138.00� $14.78� -$123.22�

Croatia� -� -� -� -� -� -$1,514.00� $156.66� -$1,357.34�

Cuba� -� -� -� -� -� -� $103.36� $103.36�
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State� 2013�and�before� 2014� 2015� 2016� 2017� 2018� Overpayment� Total�

Cyprus� -� -� -� -� -� -� $68.09� $68.09�

Czech�Republic� -� -� -� -� -� -� $546.76� $546.76�

Democratic�People�s�Republic�of�

Korea� -� -� -� -$83.99� -$47.89� -$76.00� -� -$207.88�

Democratic�Republic�of�the�Congo� -� -� -� -$134.37� -$76.64� -$123.00� -� -$334.01�

Denmark� -� -� -� -� -� -� $956.75� $956.75�

Djibouti� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Dominica� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

Dominican�Republic� -$314.73� -$451.10� -$407.00� -$772.66� -$440.64� -$703.00� -� -$3,089.13�

Ecuador� -� -� -� -� -� -� $106.20� $106.20�

Egypt� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

El�Salvador� -$378.12� -$160.32� -$145.00� -$235.16� -$134.11� -$214.00� -� -$1,266.71�

Equatorial�Guinea� -$108.51� -$100.58� -� -$167.97� -$95.80� -$153.00� -� -$625.86�

Eritrea� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Estonia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $60.99� $60.99�

Ethiopia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $147.16� $147.16�

Fiji� -� -� -� -� -� -$46.00� $4.26� -$41.74�

Finland� -� -� -� -� -� -� $723.89� $723.89�

France� -� -� -� -� -� -� $7,714.73� $7,714.73�

Gabon� -$367.10� -$200.15� -$181.00� -$285.55� -$162.84� -$260.00� -� -$1,456.64�

Gambia� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

Georgia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $13.36� $13.36�

Germany� -� -� -� -� -� -� $10,144.57� $10,144.57�
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State� 2013�and�before� 2014� 2015� 2016� 2017� 2018� Overpayment� Total�

Ghana� -� -� -� -$268.75� -$153.27� -$245.00� -� -$667.02�

Greece� -� -� -� -� -� -� $748.21� $748.21�

Grenada� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

Guatemala� -� -� -� -� -� -$429.00� $44.78� -$384.22�

Guinea� -� -� -� -$33.60� -$19.16� -$31.00� -� -$83.76�

Guinea-Bissau� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

Guyana� -� -� -� -� -� -� $17.28� $17.28�

Haiti� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Holy�See� -� -� -� -� -� -� $1.42� $1.42�

Honduras� -� -� -� -� -$18.64� -$123.00� -� -$141.64�

Hungary� -� -� -� -� -� -� $255.75� $255.75�

Iceland� -� -� -� -� -� -� $36.67� $36.67�

India� -� -� -� -� -� -� $1,170.14� $1,170.14�

Indonesia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $801.09� $801.09�

Iran�(Islamic�Republic�of)� -� -� -� -� -� -$7,205.00� $716.47� -$6,488.53�

Iraq� -� -� -� -� -� -$1,973.00� $204.28� -$1,768.72�

Ireland� -� -� -� -� -� -� $531.98� $531.98�

Israel� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Italy� -� -� -� -� -� -� $5,950.21� $5,950.21�

Jamaica� -$270.41� -$110.54� -� -$151.17� -$86.22� -$138.00� -� -$756.34�

Japan� -� -� -� -� -� -� $15,369.47� $15,369.47�

Jordan� -� -� -� -� -$24.52� -$306.00� -� -$330.52�
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State� 2013�and�before� 2014� 2015� 2016� 2017� 2018� Overpayment� Total�

Kazakhstan� -� -� -� -� -� -� $303.37� $303.37�

Kenya� -� -� -� -� -� -� $489.92� $489.92�

Kiribati� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Kuwait� -� -� -� -� -� -� $517.55� $517.55�

Kyrgyzstan� -� -� -� -� -� -$31.00� $2.84� -$28.16�

Lao�People�s�Democratic�Republic� -� -� -� -� -� -� $938.59� $938.59�

Latvia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $80.04� $80.04�

Lebanon� -� -� -� -� -� -� $72.36� $72.36�

Lesotho� -� -� -� -� -� -� $1.42� $1.42�

Liberia� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

State�of�Libya� -$5,564.95� -$1,423.01� -$1,286.00� -$2,099.62� -$1,197.40� -$1,912.00� -� -$13,482.98�

Liechtenstein� -� -� -� -� -� -� $11.95� $11.95�

Lithuania� -� -� -� -� -� -� $114.30� $114.30�

Luxembourg� -� -� -� -� -� -� $101.93� $101.93�

Madagascar� -� -� -� -� -� -� $196.04� $196.04�

Malawi� -� -� -� -$16.51� -$19.16� -$31.00� -� -$66.67�

Malaysia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $510.51� $510.51�

Maldives� -� -� -� -$33.60� -$19.16� -$31.00� -� -$83.76�

Mali� -� -� -� -$50.39� -$28.74� -$46.00� -� -$125.13�

Malta� -� -� -� -� -� -$245.00� $25.73� -$219.27�

Marshall�Islands� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

Mauritania� -� -� -� -� -� -� $2.84� $2.84�



Annex II 

 

Outstanding contributions BWC as at 31 August 2018 

 

13 

 

State� 2013�and�before� 2014� 2015� 2016� 2017� 2018� Overpayment� Total�

Mauritius� -� -� -� -� -� -� $19.05� $19.05�

Mexico� -� -� -� -� -� -� $2,278.87� $2,278.87�

Micronesia� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Monaco� -� -� -� -� -� -$153.00� $16.20� -$136.80�

Mongolia� -� -� -� -� -$32.88� -$76.00� -� -$108.88�

Montenegro� -� -� -� -� -� -� $5.69� $5.69�

Morocco� -� -� -� -� -$355.32� -$827.00� -� -$1,182.32�

Mozambique� -� -� -� -$67.19� -$38.31� -$61.00� -� -$166.50�

Myanmar� -� -� -� -� -� -� $16.20� $16.20�

Namibia� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Nauru� -� -� -� -� -$2.38� -$15.00� -� -$17.38�

Nepal� -� -� -� -� -� -$25.00� $9.53� -$15.47�

Netherlands� -� -� -� -� -� -� $2,352.64� $2,352.64�

New�Zealand� -� -� -� -� -� -� $424.78� $424.78�

Nicaragua� -� -� -� -$67.19� -$38.31� -$61.00� -� -$166.50�

Niger� -� -� -� -$33.60� -$19.16� -$31.00� -� -$83.76�

Nigeria� -$3,426.89� -$902.21� -$816.00� -$3,510.56� -$2,002.05� -$3,197.00� -� -$13,854.71�

Norway� -� -� -� -� -� -� $1,347.27� $1,347.27�

Oman� -� -� -� -� -� -$25.00� $179.55� $154.55�

Pakistan� -� -� -� -� -� -� $148.14� $148.14�

Palau� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

State�of�Palestine� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�
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Panama� -� -$240.91� -$155.49� -$571.10� -$325.69� -$520.00� -� -$1,813.19�

Papua�New�Guinea� -� -� -� -$67.19� -$38.31� -$61.00� -� -$166.50�

Paraguay� -� -$100.58� -� -$235.16� -$134.11� -$214.00� -� -$683.85�

Peru� -� -� -� -� -� -� $431.91� $431.91�

Philippines� -� -� -� -� -� -� $262.43� $262.43�

Poland� -� -� -� -� -� -� $1,334.90� $1,334.90�

Portugal� -� -� -� -� -� -$5,996.00� $621.96� -$5,374.04�

Qatar� -� -� -� -� -� -� $426.20� $426.20�

Republic�of�Korea� -� -� -� -� -� -� $19,132.05� $19,132.05�

Republic�of�Moldova� -� -� -� -� -� -$61.00� $5.69� -$55.31�

Romania� -� -� -� -� -� -$2,814.00� $291.43� -$2,522.57�

Russian�Federation� -� -� -� -� -� -� $4,903.47� $4,903.47�

Rwanda� -� -� -� -� -$19.16� -$31.00� -� -$50.16�

Saint�Kitts�and�Nevis� -� -� -� -� -� -� $107.66� $107.66�

Saint�Lucia� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

Saint�Vincent�and�the�Grenadines� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

Samoa� -� -� -� -� -$9.58� -� -� -$9.58�

San�Marino� -� -� -� -� -� -� $4.26� $4.26�

Sao�Tome�and�Principe� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

Saudi�Arabia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $102,428.36� $102,428.36�

Senegal� -� -� -� -� -$11.51� -$76.00� -� -$87.51�

Serbia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $50.47� $50.47�
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Seychelles� -� -� -� -� -� -$7.85� $1.42� -$6.43�

Sierra�Leone� -� -� -� -$11.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$36.38�

Singapore� -� -� -� -� -� -� $709.10� $709.10�

Slovakia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $254.33� $254.33�

Slovenia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $133.34� $133.34�

Solomon�Islands� -� -� -� -� -� -$15.00� $1.42� -$13.58�

Somalia� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

South�Africa� -� -� -� -� -� -� $577.18� $577.18�

South�Sudan� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Spain� -� -� -� -� -� -� $3,879.04� $3,879.04�

Sri�Lanka� -� -� -� -� -� -� $49.05� $49.05�

Sudan� -� -� -� -$128.79� -$95.80� -$153.00� -� -$377.59�

Suriname� -� -� -� -$100.79� -$57.47� -$91.00� -� -$249.26�

Kingdom�of�Eswatini�� -� -� -� -$33.60� -$19.16� -$31.00� -� -$83.76�

Sweden� -� -� -� -� -� -$29.88� $1,517.29� $1,487.41�

Switzerland� -� -� -� -� -� -� $1,810.73� $1,810.73�

Syrian�Arab�Republic� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Tajikistan� -� -� -� -$67.19� -$38.31� -$61.00� -� -$166.50�

Tanzania� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Thailand� -� -� -� -� -� -� $461.46� $461.46�

The�former�Yugoslav�Republic�of�

Macedonia� -� -� -� -� -� -� $11.95� $11.95�

Timor-Leste� -� -� -� -� -� -� $37.48� $37.48�
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State� 2013�and�before� 2014� 2015� 2016� 2017� 2018� Overpayment� Total�

Togo� -� -� -� -� -� -� $1,254.75� $1,254.75�

Tonga� -� -� -� -� -� -� $1.42� $1.42�

Trinidad�and�Tobago� -$951.02� -$441.14� -$296.10� -� -$325.69� -$520.00� -� -$2,533.95�

Tunisia� -� -� -� -$154.81� -$268.22� -$429.00� -� -$852.03�

Turkey� -� -� -� -� -� -� $1,616.38� $1,616.38�

Turkmenistan� -$485.93� -$190.20� -$172.00� -$436.73� -$249.06� -$398.00� -� -$1,931.92�

Tuvalu� -� -� -� -� -� -� -� -�

Uganda� -� -� -� -� -$29.39� -$138.00� -� -$167.39�

Ukraine� -� -� -� -� -� -� $163.34� $163.34�

United�Arab�Emirates� -� -� -� -� -� -$9,240.00� $959.17� -$8,280.83�

United�Kingdom�of�Great�Britain�and�

Northern�Ireland� -� -� -� -� -� -� $7,086.09� $7,086.09�

United�States�of�America� -� -� -� -� -� -� $465,115.40� $465,115.40�

Uruguay� -� -� -� -� -� -$1,209.00� $125.25� -$1,083.75�

Uzbekistan� -� -� -� -� -� -� $36.67� $36.67�

Vanuatu� -� -� -� -$16.80� -$9.58� -$15.00� -� -$41.38�

Venezuela�(Bolivarian�Republic�of)�� -$6,780.56� -$6,283.58� -$5,681.00� -$9,591.05� -$5,469.72� -$8,734.00� -� -$42,539.91�

Viet�Nam� -� -� -� -� -� -$887.00� $91.41� -$795.59�

Yemen� -$108.51� -� -� -$167.97� -$95.80� -$153.00� -� -$525.28�

Zambia� -� -� -� -� -� -$107.00� $11.95� -$95.05�

Zimbabwe� -� -� -� -$67.19� -$38.31� -$61.00� -� -$166.50�

Grand�Total� -$18,756.73� -$10,604.32� -$9,139.59� -$43,635.26� -$49,497.45� -$135,485.89� $701,249.51� $434,130.27�


