A practical introduction to the
Biological Weapons Convention
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“Determined, for the sake
of all mankind, to exclude
completely the possibility
of bacteriological
(biological) agents and
toxins being used as
weapons”

“Convinced that such use
would be repugnant to the
conscience of mankind and
that no effort should be
spared to minimise this
risk”



Article | Never under any circumstances to acquire or retain biological
weapons

Article Il To destroy or divert to peaceful purposes biological weapons and
associated resources prior to joining

Article Il Not to transfer, or in any way assist, encourage or induce anyone
else to acquire or retain biological weapons

Article IV To take any national measures necessary to implement the
provisions of the BWC domestically

Article V. To consult bilaterally and multilaterally to solve any problems
with the implementation of the BWC

Article VI To request the UN Security Council to investigate alleged
breaches of the BWC and to comply with its subsequent decisions

Article VIl To assist States which have been exposed to a danger as a result
of a violation of the BWC

Article X To do all of the above in a way that encourages the peaceful uses
of biological science and technology



The BWC represents an
“ironclad norm against the
possession and use of
biological weapons, and the
abhorrence associated with
the very idea of using
disease as a weapon. How
many States today boast
that they are “biological
weapon States”? Who
argues now that the
bubonic plague and
smallpox are legitimate
weapons to use under any
circumstances?”

Angela Kane, Former UN High
Representative for Disarmament Affairs
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States Parties to the Biological Weapons Convention (May 2015)

Afchanistan
Albania

Algaria

Andorra

Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia

Aunstralia

Austria

Arzerbaijan
Bahamas

Bahrain
Bangladash
Barbados

Balarus

Belgium

Bealize

Benin

Bhutan

Bolivia (Plurinational State of])
Bosnis-Herzegovina
Botswana

Brazil

Brunsi Damssalam
Bulgaria

Burkina Faso
Burundi

Cambodia
Camearoon

Canada

Caps Vards

Chile

China

Colombia

Congo

Cook Islands

Costa Rica

Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Czach Rapublic
Democratic Paopls’ s Rapublic
of Korea
Democratic Republic of the
Congo

Denmark
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador

El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Estonia

Ethiopia

Fiji

Finland

Francs

Gabon

Gambis

Georgia

Germany

Ghana

Grazce

Granada
Guatemala

63,
64,
63,
66,
67.
68,
69,
70.
71.
73.
74.
73.
T6.
78,
79.
80,
81,
821,

B3,
B4,
B3,
B6.
87.
88,
B9,
Q0.
91.
92,
93,
24,
95,
a6,
97.
98.
99,

100.
101.
102.
. Moroceo

. Mozambiqus
5. Myanmar

Guinea-Bissan
Guyana

Holy S22
Honduras
Hungary
Iceland

India
Indonssia
Iran (Islamic Rapublic of)
Irag

Irzland

Ttalw

Jamaica
Japan

Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Euwait
Kvreyzstan
Lao Pzople’s Democratic
Rapublic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lasotho
Libva
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Madagascar
Malawri
Nlslaysia
Maldives
MMali

Malta
IMarshallIslands
Nlauritania
MMauritius
Mexico
MMonaco
WMongolia
MMontsnagro

. Nanm

. MNatherlands

. Migeria
?. Norway

Oman

. Pakistan

3. Palau

. Panama

. PapuzNew Guinsa
. Paragnay

. Pam

. Philippinas

. Poland

. Portugsl

Qatar

. Rapublic of Korsa
5. Rapublic of Moldova
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129.
130,

132,
133.
134,
135,
136.
137.
138,
139,
140.

. Romania
. Emssian Fedsration

Fowanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia

Saint Vincentand the
Grenadines

San Marino

Sa0 Tome and Princips
Saudi Arabia
Sznegal

Sarbia

Savchallas

Sisrra Leons
Singapors

Slovakia

Slowenia
SolomonIslands
South Africa

Spain

SriLanka

Sudan

Suriname

Swarziland

Sweden

Switzerland

. Tajikistan
2. Thailand

3. Theformear Yugoslav

ERapublic of Macadonia

. Timor Leste

. Toge

. Tongz

. Trinidad and Tobago
. Tunisia

9. Turkey

. Turkmenistan

. Uganda

. Ukraine

3. Unitzd Arab Emiratss
. United Kingdom of Graat

Britsin and Northern Ireland

3. United States of America
. Umgnay

. Uzbekistan

. Vanuatn

. Venezuszla (Bolivarian

ERzpublic of)

. VietNam

. Yemen

. Zambia

. Zimbabwe

173 States have joined
the BWC

9 have signed but not

ratified it: Central African
Republic, Cote d'lvoire,
Egypt, Haiti, Liberia,
Nepal, Somalia, Syria and
Tanzania

14 have neither signed

nor ratified: Angola, Chad,
Comoros, Djibouti,
Eritrea, Guinea, Israel,
Kiribati, Micronesia,
Namibia, Niue, Samoa,
South Sudan and Tuvalu
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Role of the Depositories

BWC is not a UN treaty

BWC has 3 Depositories: Russia, UK & USA:
* Convene meetings (& propose dates)

* Maintain lists of ratification & accession
* Promote treaty

e Central point for communication with
states

* Seat on General Committee (Bureau)
during RevCons



Charles Flowerree, former US
Representative to the BWC

“The means by which these
agreements survive and adapt
to changing conditions after
they enter into force deserve
as much attention as the
negotiations that produced
them in the first place. They
cannot be left simply to fend
for themselves. ... For
governments to realize the
benefits they originally sought
in arms control agreements,
some government officials
must live with them full-time,
all the time.”



Role of the RevCon

“... a conference of States Parties to the
Convention shall be held at Geneva,
Switzerland, to review the operation of the
Convention, with a view to assuring that the
purposes of the preamble and the provisions
of the Convention... are being realized. Such
review shall take into account any new
scientific and technological developments

relevant to the Convention.”
BWC Article XllI



Organization of the RevCon

e Next RevCon will be in late 2016

* PrepCom in the Spring to deal with procedural
matters:

— Organization of RevCon

— Date & duration

— Provisional agenda

— Draft rules of procedure

— Background documentation

* RevCon president will be from Eastern
European Group



System of Procedures &
Confidence- Mechanisms for
Building Measures Responding to Use

Standing Agenda Items

Assistance & Reviewing Strengthening
Cooperation S&T Implementation




Budget & Administration

BWC meetings:

* Are paid for by all States Parties annually
* Are not United Nations events

* Are serviced by the United Nations

* Have secretariats formed around the ISU
 UNODA hosts the ISU

* |Include the costs of the ISU (staff & travel)




10-14 August — Meeting of Experts

_— -

14-18 December — Meeting of
States Parties



Amb. Mazlan Muhammad, Malaysia

CHAIRMAN K&




2015 Meeting of Experts

Registration:
— By Note Verbale from your PM in Geneva
— No need for access badge (online form)

Rolling schedule
Documents:

— Submit to ISU asap
— Advance versions can be made available

Side events and poster session



Ways & means to target &
mobilize resources

Means of
Specific measures developing human
to implement article resources in the
on peaceful uses life sciences

Assistance &

Challenges &
obstacles to
cooperation &
assistance

Capacity-
building in
dealing with
disease

on with other
ders

Reports on impl
of Article X on pea



THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA

@ UNOG

The United Nations in the Meart of Europe
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Anti Fersonael Restricted Area; Offers to provide assistance
L Landmines Convention
Tha sege contare micrmeton for States Bertme oy and a ret srzeseible B the sutiic. It nchedes
The Malogical Weapows details of 0flers made o orovide AELIEAN 1A I DETeetog the Sooptel W espint TonmeRo
Cunrvention
atass L ar Stete Index Lssve Descriplbon Comtact Stutus Date
Numiber Added
. .

Cooperation
Database

www.unog.ch/bwc/restricted

Sponsorship
Programme




Measures to encourage

responsible conduct _
Education and

Measures for awareness-raising
strengthening about risks &
biorisk management benefits
Science &

Developments
relevant to the
activities of
multilateral
organizations

Developments
with benefits
for BWC

elevant
ents

Develop
weapons app
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Regional and sub-regional cooperation

Laboratory
biosafety and
security of toxins
& pathogens

Ways and means to
enhance national
iImplementation

Measure Any potential further
compre measures



iap

the global network of science academies
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CONSILIUM
EUROPAEUM

CBRN

Centres

of Excellence

An initiative of the European Unio




System of Confidence-Building
Measures




Aim of CBMs

“... to prevent or reduce the
occurrence of ambiguities,
doubts and suspicions, and

in order to improve
international cooperation in
the field of peaceful
biological activities”

FINAL DOCUMENT




Role of CBMs

Enhance transparency & strengthen trust

Establish picture of normal activity

Limited focus on abnormal activity

Element of compliance (?)
Not a tool for verification

Cooperation on peaceful use (?)



Revised forms for the submission of the Confidence-Building
Measures

Atthe Third Raview Conferancait was agraedthst all States Parties presant the following
daclaration, later amendad by the Seventh Raview Confersncs:

Declaration form on Nothing to Declare or Nothing New to Declare for
use in the information exchange

Maasura MNothingto daclars Mothing Year of last
nawto declaration if
daclare nothing new to

declars

A, partl

A part 2 (i)

A, part 2 (if)

F

HoUooubob
nooouuuyy
Jodooudot

G

{Plzase mark theappropriate bow(zs) for eachmessurawith a tick, and fill in the vear of last
daclaration in the last column whears applicabla.)

Data:

Statz Party to the Convention:

Diate of ratification/accession to the Convention:

Mational point ofcontact:

CBM Forms

Form 0: “Nothing to Declare” or “Nothing New to
Declare” for use in the information exchange

Form A Part 1: research centres and laboratories

Form A Part 2: National biological defence
research and development programmes

Form B: outbreaks of infectious diseases and
similar occurrences

Form C: encouragement of publications of results
& promotion of use of knowledge

Form E: legislation, regulations and other
measures

Form F: past activities in offensive and/or
defensive biological research and development
programmes

Form G: vaccine production facilities



Suggested CBM Timeline

Send reminders to — : Follow-up
domestic focal points Compile information activities
Early February Late February / Early March Ongoing
Inter-ministerial Fill in & send forms
Meeting or contact Early April
December / January
I I
December January February March Agril After April
: Submission
Mid February Deadline (April 15)
Chase non-
government sources
: Late March
Throughout January Mid M.arch Review Information &
Contact non-government Consolidate Compile final data
sources & gather public data Text
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www.unog.ch/bwc/cbms

THE UNITED NATIONS
& CIVIL SOCIETY

Where global solutions are shaped for you A Textsize: A Al|A] A SHARE THIS [ PRINT PAGE
Conference on Disarmament B onus
Disarmament

Eoar AET % k| Follow us
Anti-Personnel Participating in the CBMs =

Landmines Convention YouTube

The Seventh Review Conference in 2011 revised the

CBMs as well as their modalities and forms. The current
forms and guidlines for completing them are below. Related Information

FURTHER INFORMATION

= Restricted Area for
States Parties

The Biological Weapons
Convention

Latest Information
Membership Blank CBM Forms (extracted from BWC/CONF.VII/7)

Assistance and Cooperation In Word document format:
< BWC UN General

I | tati E Assembly Resolutions
Mprerantas R 4—,1,11'-! L English Frangais Pyccruin Espanol ’
3 3 DOCUMENTATION
National Implementation
Database B BWC Contact Point Form
i 3 a B BWC 7RC - Final
Building Confidence Please click here to access the English version of the CBM revised guide 2013. Document
Participating in the CEBMs Please cI!ck here to access the Chinese version of the CBM re\_nsed g|:||de 2013. ® BWC Background
Please click here to access the French version of the CBM revised guide 2013. Information
Please click here to access the Russian version of the CBM revised guide 2013. ® BWC & Additional
CBM Intersessional Work Please click here to access the Spanish version of the CBM revised guide 2013. Ateemante = nast 7RE
Science and Techneology ) CBM revised guide 2013
s i i /ail 3
Meatings srd Dotiments For reference purposes copies of the old forms are still available _
Implementation Support Events & Meetings
Unit How to complete the forms i : 3
| november [w|[2013]+]
BWC Action Completing the CBM forms can take some time, especially for the first year of participation. Collecting the '" TWTES S‘
- necessary information typically requires contacting several different government ministries and agencies. z
2008-2011 EU Joint Action Each country's system of government is different, so we can only offer general guidance and suggestions 3

BBt B 15Tt Ao here. There are three important tips to keep in mind:

e Start early! it could take a long time to contact the relevant agencies in order to gather information

i i A . . «
About BiologicalWeapons in time to meet the 15 April deadline.

The Convention on
Certain Conventional
Weapons

o Use information that has already been compiled: some of the information required for the CBMs may
alsc be required for other purposes, such as reports to the WHO or those mandated by Security
Council Resolution 1540. S ety K o



CBM guide

Availablein A,C,E,F Rand S
Practicalities for submission

GUIDE TO PARTICIPATING IN THE X
CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES OF

ldentifying resources and THE BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS CONVENTHOY
contacts e
Detailed guidance on

completion

Subsequent submissions

Sources of advice and
assistance

Sample letters )

Affatrs with the support of the Buropean Union




Procedures & Mechanisms for
Responding to Use




Article VII

"Each State Party to this Convention undertakes to provide
or support assistance, in accordance with the United Nations
Charter, to any Party to the Convention which so requests, if
the Security Council decides that such Party has been
exposed to danger as a result of violation of the
Convention."

Additional agreements reached by previous review
conferences and common understandings identified by past
Meetings of States Parties:

— implementation of Article VII

— building relevant capacity

— roles

— the relationship between health and security issues



Implementation of Article VII

“that in the event that this Article might be invoked, the
United Nations could play a coordinating role in providing
assistance, with the help of States Parties”

further dialogue regarding appropriate means of coordination
between States Parties and relevant international
organizations

willingness of States Parties to provide assistance if BW used
by anyone other than a State Party

an event relevant to Article VIl is more than an animal, plant
or public health emergency



Issues for continued discussion

challenges to strengthening implementation of Article VII
types of assistance that might be required

clear procedures for submitting requests for assistance or
for responding to a case of alleged use of biological or toxin
weapons

strengthening the procedures and mechanisms for the
provision of assistance:

* Inventory of assistance

* Data bank on means of protection

* Procedures for provisions of means of protection

 Assistance fund

* Capacity-building for regional and international organizations,
including exercises etc



Implementation Support Unit

“And perhaps most historically of all, we have agreed to
establish an Implementation Support Unit to assist us in
Implementing the decisions of this Conference. For many
years, the States Parties have debated the need for
Institutional support for the Convention. Now we have it,
built not on a political argument, nor on a perception that
“something is better than nothing”, but on the solid basis
of the positive and practical contribution the temporary
secretariat has made over the past three years.”

Ambassador Masood Khan
President of the Sixth Review Conference



Assistance and cooperation

* Assistance and cooperation database
mandated by Seventh Review Conference

* |SU is responsible for:
— Administering the database

— Facilitating exchange of information

— Reporting on offers made, requests sought and
matches made

» 38 offers of assistance, but only 4 requests for
assistance



Database: assistance requests & offers

General offers Database offers/requests

e Ratification * Governance framework

* National implementation * Confidence-Building Measures

* Legislation and administrative * Disease surveillance/detection
measures  Emergency response

e Export/import control e Coordination
regimes  Biorisk management/ Bio-

* Confidence-building safety and Bio-security
Measures e Capacity building/ Human

* Biorisk management/ Bio- resources, Equipment,
safety and Bio-security Facilities

* Seminars, courses, training e Risk communication

* Research to improve
prevention, detection and
response
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|Governance Framework

Australia Group assistance to develop, review and maintain national
lexport controls

Department/Agency:

IN.A. The Australia Group (AG) is an informal network of 42
icountries that consult on and harmonise their national export licensing
measures on items which could be used in the production of biological
jor chemical weapons.

Details:

[Export licensing and other measures instituted by individual AG
members assist in implementing key obligations under the Biological
Weapons Convention (BWC), as well as the Chemical Weapons
IConvention and UNSCR 1540. Adherence to AG control lists and
|guidelines helps prevent proliferators from exploiting differences in
national export control systems on dual-use biological agents,
chemicals, and biological and chemical manufacturing equipment,
[technology and software. The AG recognises that many States
continue to require assistance in implementing their obligations under
the BWC, and the important role of the BWC Implementation Support
Unit in helping to facilitate such assistance. Consistent with the Final
Document of the Seventh Review Conference (BWC/CONF.VIL7)
Iwhich states that “States Parties are invited, individually or together
with other states or international organizations, to submit on a
voluntary basis to the Implementation Support Unit any requirements,
ineeds or offers for assistance”, the AG desires to register its offer of
lassistance in this database. AG members would consider requests
from States seeking assistance to develop, review and maintain
national export, transit and transhipment controls to help prevent the
proliferation of biological (and chemical) weapons. Such assistance
iwould be provided on a voluntary, bilateral basis, by an individual AG
member or a group of AG members.

IAustralia Group
[Secretariat

IArms Control and
Counter-Proliferation
[Branch

IDepartment of

[Foreign Affairs and Trade
IRG Casey Building
[Barton, ACT, Australia

IAGassistance(@dfat.gov.au|

Current and ongoing

August
2014

IMore information on the AG
lis available on the website:
[http://www.australiagroup.n
et'en/index.html

Inited _ ffer 2014 037
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National contact point

STATE PAETY:

FULL NAME OF CONTACT
PERSON (optional):

TITLE / POSITION  FUNCTION:
(e.g. "Director, WMD Section")

AGENCY / MINISTEY:

ADDRESS STREET/ P.O.
BOX:

CITY:

POST CODE:

TELEPHONE NUMBER:

FACSIMILE NUMEBER:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

WERBSITE URL:




Sponsorship programme

Sponsorship programme mandated by
Seventh Review Conference

Supported by voluntary contributions from
States Parties

Aimed at developing States Parties, who have
not previously/regularly attended BWC
meetings

Also available for States not party to the BWC



Restricted area

Detailed information on national contact
points

CBM submissions

Information on status of progress towards
universalization

Non-public parts of cooperation and
assistance database



Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary-General of
the United Nations

Today, the norm against the use
and possession of biological
weapons remains strong, and no
country identifies itself as
possessing biological weapons.
However, we must remain vigilant.
The eighth Review Conference in
2016 is an opportunity to
consolidate progress and consider
how to adapt this landmark
Convention to the challenges
posed by advances in science and
technology, ... As we witness ever
more remarkable breakthroughs
in the life sciences, it is incumbent
on us to ensure that such
advances are used responsibly.



For more information:

i BWC Implementation Support
B\\«CI(”I.‘ m Unit
e ] United Nations Office for
Disarmament Affairs
Palais des Nations
Geneva
tel: +41 (0)22 917 2230
fax: +41 (0)22 917 0483
e-mail: bwc@unog.ch

www.unog.ch/bwc
@BWCISU
www.facebook.com/1972BWC



http://www.unog.ch/bwc

