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 Reservation: 
 

 Declarations: 
 

• Upon signature: 
"The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland will 
give further consideration to certain provisions of the Convention, particularly in 
relation to the provisions of Protocol I additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 
August 1949, and may wish to make formal declarations in relation to these 
provisions at the time of ratification." 
 

• Upon ratification: 
(a) Generally 
(i) The term "armed conflict" of itself and in its context denotes a situation of a kind 
which is not constituted by the com- mission of ordinary crimes, including acts of 
terrorism, whether concerted or in isolation. 
(ii) The United Kingdom will not, in relation to any situation in which it is involved, 
consider itself bound in consequence of any declaration purporting to be made for the 
purposes of article 7 (4), unless the United Kingdom shall have expressly recognised 
that it has been made by a body which is genuinely an authority representing a people 
engaged in an armed conflict of the type to which that paragraph applies. 
(iii) The terms "civilian" and "civilian population" have the same meaning as in article 
50 of the 1st Additional Protocol of 1977 to the 1949 Geneva Conventions. Civilians 

                                                 
1 In accordance with Article 3, the Convention was “…. open for signature by all States at the United 
Nations Headquarters in New York for a period of twelve months from 10 April 1981.” 



shall enjoy the protection afforded by this Convention unless and for such time as 
they take a direct part in hostilities. 
(iv) Military commanders and others responsible for planning, deciding upon, or 
executing attacks necessarily have to reach decisions on the basis of their assessment 
of the information from all sources which is reasonably available to them at the 
relevant time. 
 
(b) Re: Protocol II, article 2; and Protocol III, article 1 
A specific area of land may be a military objective if, because of its location or other 
reasons specified in this article, its total or partial destruction, capture or neutralisation 
in the circumstances ruling at the time offers a definite military advantage. 
 
(c) Re: Protocol II, article 3 
In the view of the United Kingdom, the military advantage anticipated from an attack 
is intended to refer to the advantage anticipated from the attack considered as a whole 
and not only from isolated or particular parts of the attack. 
 
(d) Re: Protocol III, article 2 
The United Kingdom accepts the provisions of article 2 (2) and (3) on the 
understanding that the terms of those paragraphs of that article do not imply that the 
air-delivery of incendiary weapons, or of any other weapons, projectiles or munitions, 
is less accurate or less capable of being carried out discriminately than all or any other 
means of delivery. 
 

• Declaration: 2 
''In relation to Protocol IV, the Government of the United Kingdom declare that their 
application of its provisions will not be limited to the situations set out in Article 1 of 
the [1980] Convention." 
 

• Declarations:3 
"(a) the [declaration conveying consent to be bound by Protocols I, II and III to the 
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Conventional Weapons 
which may be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects, 
concluded at Geneva on 10 October 1980], in so far as it applies to Protocol II to the 
[1980] Convention, continues to apply to Protocol II as amended; 
 
(b) the [declaration dated 28 January 1998 accompanying the United Kingdom's 
ratification of Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 
relating to the Protection of Victims of Armed Conflicts, opened for signature at 
Geneva on 12 December 1977], in so far as it is relevant, also applies to the 
provisions of Protocol II as amended; 
 
(c) nothing in the present declaration or in Protocol II as amended shall be taken as 
limiting the obligations of the United Kingdom under the [Convention on the 
Prohibition and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction concluded 
at Oslo on 18 September 1997 (the "Ottawa Convention")] nor its rights in relation to 
other Parties to that Convention; 
 
(d) Article 2 (14) is interpreted to have the same meaning as Article 2 (3) of the 
Ottawa Convention; 
                                                 
2 Made upon consent to be bound by Protocol IV. 
3 Made upon consent to be bound by Amended Protocol II. 



 
(e) the references in Article 12 (2) to "force" and "mission" are interpreted as 
including forces and missions authorised by the United Nations Security Council 
under Chapter VII or Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United Nations which are 
deployed by a regional arrangement or agency. This applies to all such forces or 
missions, whether or not they include contingents contributed by non-member States 
of the regional arrangement or agency." 
 

_____ 

 

 
 
 


